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leas, this reason, no, aU of ,he >imi,a«,ons of Claims ,7-19 are taugh, or suited, and C,a,rns 
,7.19 are no. obviou, over Nakase et a!, in view of .saka. Reconsideration of C.anns .6-19 a.s» 
is respectfully requested. 

mNrmsiON 

For the foregoing reasons, i. is respec.fu.ly submitted that the rejections set forth in the 
outstaying Office Action are inappHtsble to the present Cain,, According.* ear.v issua.ee of a 
Notice of Allowance is most earnestly solicited. 

The undersigned has made a good faith effort to respond to all of the rejections ratsed ,n the 
Office Action so as ,0 place the Cairns in condition for immediate a.iowance. Nevertheless, if any 
^eloped issues remain or if any issues reouire clarification, the Examiner is respec.fi, .y 
guested to ca„ App.icanfs attorney, Bi„ Shreve at (949) 72.-2895 (direct Une) in order ,o reso.ve 
such issue promptly. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extent of tune, or 

credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 

Respectfully submitted, 


1: J[p jg. 


KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 


ZOD'L By: ^ X ^ I 


Dated: fif^M 3 ^ ' William H. Shreve 

Registration No. 35,678 
Attorney of Record 
620 Newport Center Drive 
Sixteenth Floor 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS SHOWING CHANGES MADE 


MTHE^PEOTICAIIQN: 

The paragraph starting at page 1 . line 5 has been amended as follows: 

The mention, is based on and claims priority to Japanese Patent 

Application^ 

is hereby expressly incorporated by reference]. 


Claims 1,2 and 4-19 have been amended as follows: 

* nomine an [Anl internal combustion engine [for a 
1 (Amended) A u"t«rr.raft compnsmg_an iaui 

n»«aees having] comeming at least two Ipassagesj e<u_ 

passages naviugj * t arranged to 

r t up* nf valvesl i ijvrjnr 0 ™™ p™"g at least two 

passages oeing arranged to selectively connect 

a nf valvesl valve device comprising at least one valve arrang 

plane than the second [set of valves] yjrtyedeyjce. 
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• 2 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine) watercmfi as set forth in Claim 1, 
wherem both the first and second [set of valves, -st on the same side of the 

center plane within the hull. 

3 CANCELED 

4 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine, w^tercraft as set forth m Clann 
[3, , wherein the piston reciprocates between [the, , top dead center p^n and [thej , bottom 
^center, and the ^ axis generally [exists on, 1» the center plane when the p.ston 

is a, ,he top dead center position. 

5 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth m Clam. 1, 

whereinthesecond.set.fvalvesincludes.y^^ 

6 (Amended) The Internal combustion e.gi.el wajercraft as set forth m Cla,m 5, 
wherein the firs, [se. o, valves has, v^vic^^l three valves and the second [set of 
nlrn hn-| comprises Wo valves. . „, . , 

7 (Amended) The [Internal combustion engine) watercraft as set forth m Cla.m 1, 
wherein .he Ipassages, ^ of the first ,se, ofl passage,*, are arranged ,0 introduce [,he, « 
^ air to the combustion chamber and the a. leas, one .passage, pah of the second ,se. of, 
passages) is arranged to receive ,«he| exhaust gases from the combustion chamber. 

8 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine) watercraft as set forth ,n Cla,m 1 
additionally comprising at leas, one camshaft arranged to actuate at leas, some of the valves, and 
the camshaft extending generally in parallel to the center plane. 

o (Amended) The linter.a! combustion engine) watercraft as set forth m Cla.m 8, 
wherein the engine includes a f,rs, camshaft and a second camshaft, the first camshaft actuates . 
.eas, the [first se, of, valves pMm!^. *e ««. camshaft actuates h a 

« one valve of the second ,se, of va.ves| agitata, and ,he firs, camshaft l.es closer to the 

center plane than does the second camshaft. 

,0 (Amended) The [interna! combustion engine) wajercraft as se, forth m Claun 8, 
whereinthecamshafthascamlobesconfiguredtopushmCfirstandsecondlvalves. 

! , (Amended) The [interna, combustion enginel wMercraft as se. forth .n Clam, 1, 
wherein a. leas, « [one of .be passages, of ,he ft* [se, ofl passages, extends across .he 
center plane. 
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' 12 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 
fl, wherein the [passages of the) first [set unit passages are[ eassageis arranged to introduce 

the air into the combustiorVehamber. 

13. (Amended) The [internal combustion engine) watercraft as set forth in Claim 1, 
wherein * l^t a portion of the cylinder bore extends across the center plane. 

14 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 1, 
wherein the engine includes at least two cylinder bores, and the cylinder bores are spaced apart 

from each other along the center plane. 

15 (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 1 
additionally including an igmtion control system that operates on a four-stroke cycle combustion 
principle. 

16. (Amended) a ^ft arising an [An] internal combustion engine [for a 
watercraft having] and a hull defining a center plane extending generally vertically from bow to 
stern, ^tion e^ne comprising a cylinder body mounted within the hull, the 

cylinder body defining at least one cylinder bore, a piston reciprocating within the cylinder bore, 

the crankshaft with the piston, the piston 

, pi vot axis at «- rnA is nivotally cou^ed^^^ 

^.WHintH.c.vHnderbore, a cylinder head member closing an end of the cylinder bore and 
defining a combustion chamber with the cylinder bore and the piston, the cylinder head member 
slanting toward one side of the hull from the center plane, a plurality of air intake [passages] 
paths introducing air to the combustion chamber, and at least one exhaust [passage] path 
receiving exhaust gases from the combustion chamber, the number of air intake [passages] paths 
being greater than the number of the [at least one] exhaust [passage] paths, air intake valves 
arranged to selectively open and close the air intake [passages] paths, at least one exhaust valve 
arranged to open and close the at least one exhaust [passage] path, an intake camshaft arranged 
to actuate the intake valves, an exhaust camshaft arranged to actuate the exhaust valve, both the 
intake and exhaust camshafts extending generally in parallel to the center plane, and the mtake 
camshaft lying closer to the center plane than the exhaust camshaft. 
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. 1 17. (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 

16, wherein at least a portion of at least one of the air intake passages extend across the center 
plane. 

18. (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 
16, wherein at least a portion of the cylinder bore extends across the center plane. 

19. (Amended) The [internal combustion engine] watercraft as set forth in Claim 
16, wherein both the intake and exhaust camshafts lie on the same side of the center plane within 
the hull. 
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